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Two Georgia Southern professors selected
to work at National Science Foundation
JANUARY 11, 2019
Professors of Biology Sophie B. George, Ph.D. and Laura B. Regassa, Ph.D.
Two Georgia Southern University professors have been selected to work at the National Science Foundation (NSF) at the same time this
year.
“Georgia Southern University now has two faculty members on temporary assignment at the NSF,” said Carl L. Reiber, Ph.D., Georgia
Southern provost and vice president for academic affairs. “It is quite an achievement to have one professor asked to serve at NSF; it is
unusual to have two there. This is a testament to the quality of the faculty we have at Georgia Southern. The experiences they will bring
back to our students will be invaluable.”
Professor of Biology Laura B. Regassa, Ph.D., is currently serving as director of the Innovations in Graduate Education program at the
foundation. She will stay for a fourth year in 2019, which is unusual at the NSF, as faculty typically rotate in for three years.
Professor of Biology Sophie B. George, Ph.D., will head to the NSF this spring for a three-year rotation in the Division of Biological
Infrastructure. She also served in this role from 2012-2015.
“The Department of Biology is proud to have two faculty members who will be serving as program directors at the NSF,” said Steve Vives,
Ph.D., chair of the Department of Biology “Their participation in these service roles is critical to the peer review process, in enhancing
STEM education and promoting interdisciplinary research.”
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/R2 institution founded in 1906, offers 141 degree programs serving nearly
26,500 students through nine colleges on three campuses in Statesboro, Savannah, Hinesville and online instruction. A leader in higher
education in southeast Georgia, the University provides a diverse student population with expert faculty, world-class scholarship and
hands-on learning opportunities. Georgia Southern creates lifelong learners who serve as responsible scholars, leaders and stewards in
their communities. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu.
Save
Georgia Southern to host free film
screening on Armstrong Campus: Award-
winning film addresses the impact of the
digital age on children
JANUARY 11, 2019
On Thursday, Jan. 17, Georgia Southern University College of Education (COE) will host a screening
of “Screenagers: Growing Up in the Digital Age,” an award-winning film about the impact of
technology on children’s development. The screening, which is free and open to the public, will
begin at 6 p.m. in the Ogeechee Theatre, located in the Student Union on the Armstrong Campus.
The documentary, featured in The New York Times, “Today,” “The Dr. Oz Show,” “Good Morning
America,” “PBS NewsHour,” and CNN attempts to address how families can minimize the harmful
effects of digital devices. Physician and filmmaker Delaney Ruston decided to make “Screenagers”
when she found herself constantly struggling with her two kids about “screen time,” or the time
spent looking at digital devices including but not limited to cell phones, tablets, computers and
television.
According to Ruston, children spend an average of 6.5 hours a day on screens, not including
classroom or homework screen time. She also notes that some recent studies show that screen
time increases dopamine production and causes behavior that mimics addiction.
COE professor Regina Rahimi, Ed.D., explained that the film highlights topics that are relevant for teachers, principals, parents and others
working with today’s youth.
“While technology becomes more and more a part of our children’s lives, we have to have important conversations about issues such as:
the impact of screen time on development; how to balance the use of technology at home and in the classroom; how to protect our kids
from internet dangers; and how to educate kids about the potential perils of social media,” she said.
Following the screening, the COE will host a question-and-answer session with expert panelists to discuss the movie’s themes. Panel
members will include: Ruth Outz-Moore, Ph.D., National Certified Counselor; Lucas Jensen, Ph.D., associate professor of instructional
technology at Georgia Southern; and Wendy Marshall, instructional technology program manager for Savannah-Chatham County Public
School System.
This screening is the first in a series of five events that will take place on the Armstrong Campus during the spring 2019 semester. The
series is being offered at no charge to students or the community as a result of a Campus Life Enrichment Committee grant written and
received by Rahimi and fellow COE faculty members Kathleen Burke-Fabrikant, Ph.D. and David Owens, Ph.D.
The additional screenings will include: “Bully” on Feb. 12; “The Cartel” on March 5; “The School in the Cloud” on March 27; and
“Elementary Genocide” on April 16.
For more information about the screening, follow the COE on Facebook.
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/R2 institution founded in 1906, offers 141 degree programs serving nearly 26,500
students through nine colleges on three campuses in Statesboro, Savannah, Hinesville and online instruction. A leader in higher education
in southeast Georgia, the University provides a diverse student population with expert faculty, world-class scholarship and hands-on
learning opportunities. Georgia Southern creates lifelong learners who serve as responsible scholars, leaders and stewards in their
communities. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu.
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